
METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF NEW YORK

MCCNY CHARITIES

JOB DESCRIPTION

PSYCHIATRIST I (13 hours per week)

DEFINITION:  Under the supervision of the Homeless Youth Service Program Director, MCCNY/MCCNY Charities, but with independent responsibility for professional results, to provide psychiatric diagnostic and therapeutic service in a LGBT Homeless Youth Shelter; and to perform related duties as required.

EMPLOYMENT STANDARDS: Completion of a residency training program in psychiatry.

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS: Psychiatrist talk with patients to learn about their mental health problems. They may also use information provided by patients’ families or by other mental health workers. They are trained to recognize the connection between mental and physical disorders, so they may order laboratory or other diagnostic test.

For treatment, psychiatrist can prescribe drugs and use psychotherapy. In psychotherapy, psychiatrist uses their special training to talk with one or more patients to help them understand and cope with their problems.

EXAMPLES OF DUTIES: Analyze and evaluate patient data and test or examination findings to diagnose nature and extent of mental disorders.

Prescribe, direct, and administer psychotherapeutic treatments or medications to treat mental, emotional, or behavioral disorders.

Gather and maintain patient information and records, including social and medical history obtained from patients, relatives, and other professionals.

Counsel patients during sessions.

Designs individualized care plans, using a variety of treatments.

Examine or conduct laboratory or diagnostic tests on patients to provide information on general physical condition and mental disorder.

Advise and inform, following the confidential procedure, guardians, relatives, and significant others of patients’ conditions and treatments.

Prepare and submit case reports and summaries to government and mental health agencies.

ADDITIONAL QUALIFICATIONS: possession of a valid license as physician and surgeon is required. Licensure as a physician and surgeon in New York is required prior to appointment.

KNOWLEDGE OF: general medicine and psychiatry; current developments in the field of psychiatry, hospital and clinic organization, management, and procedures.

ABILITY TO: skillfully diagnose and treat severely and persistently mentally ill patients; analyze situations and adopt an effective course of action; prepare records and reports; establish and maintain effective working relationships with others; maintain objectivity and confidentiality; to work with LGBT community members; communicate with people of diverse socioeconomic, ethnic origins, sexual orientation, sexual identity, gender definition and transgender identity; speak before groups; exercise independent judgment in medical emergencies; demonstrate tact, diplomacy, patience, and compassion.

WORK CONDITIONS: Incumbents work in a shelter facility with clients who can be a danger to themselves and others. Incumbents must be able to restrain clients in crisis and other situations and work per diem. Evenings and weekends preferred, flexible hours but consistent schedule a must. 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION: 

1. Independent travel is required.

2. Selectees for employment in this class as a condition of employment, sign a Covenant of Agreement with MCCNY/MCCNY Charities.

3. Employment in this class requires successful completion of Criminal Background Investigation. 
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